
Stelis latipetala A ~,,1es ,~p. rtov. 
Herba epi])hyticrt. Caules n1onophylli, agini tubu

laribus 'r . titi. Foliu111 cori~tcetl111, ligulaturn, a1 ice bilo
btilaturn. Rae tni 1nultiflori, er (~ti. Flore~ ptt ~ illi. S ])al~t 

orbiculrtri-ovata, trinervia, intus glundtlloso-I)Upillosa. P -
tttlu flab llata, uninervia. Lab lltltn i11fra n1 dititn coil
strictum, superne plu ., rnintlSV cordatu1n, callo alttndtt
loso-})a})illo o })fO})e basitn in 'tructuJll. Col11rnna api(•e 

dilatata. 
Epiphytic herb tll) to 2.1 drn. t~1ll. Roots (•oftrs 1)7 

f-ibrou , about 2 ll11TI. in diam ter, whitisl1. S (~Otldar)7 

st m . caespitose, lllOnO})h)rllous, tip to 7 ctn. lo11g, COll

e ~tJed by elonaat d tubular l1eatl1 . l.~eaf .. 10- 13 .. 5 c111. 

lo11g, U}) to 1 ern. wide in dried S})e~citnel1S (J)robn.bl~r 

\i\rid r when alive), cori~tceotis, liaulate, bilobed at tl1 
~tl)ex. I duncl s 1 or 2, erect, witl1 several inf'tindibtlli
f'orrn br~t t . be] ow the rae m , inc·luding tl1e r~tce1ne 13- 15 
ern. long. R~tc - me abotlt 7 ·tn. lo11g, les tllttn 3 1nrn. in 
dirttn t r, be~tri11g ~tbout ' ' ntsT flow rs. Se])~ll fOr11 ir1g 
a tLibulttr bas ; tl1e laternJ el)~tl about 1. 5 rn111. lo11g, 
up to 2 111m. wid , orbi(~ular-ov::tt , 3-ner\r <i 11 ir1 ut J. r 

gl::tndtil~tr-papillo , 011 the inn r 'tirf'ace. })or~ ~ll ~ e})(ll 
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'itnilni\ Petals 1 Intll. lot1g, 1. 5 mm. wide, flabellifOriTI, 
tl1icl{ened at the broad apex along tl1e rnar·gin, 1-nei~ved. 
Labellurn 1 rnrn. long, 1 rnm. wide, con tricted belo\V 
the tniddle, co1·date, obtuse at tl1e apex, with a pulvinate 
glandular-papiJlose caJltts below tl1e middle. ColuiTin 
equalling the 1)etals, lightly 3-lobed at tl1e tip or aJ1nost 
entire, stign1as confluent on the anterior surfa ·e 11ear tl1e 
sutntnit beneatl1 the triangular rost llum. Pollinia two. 

I11 the br<)ad petals and i11 the structtire of the col
umn Stelis latipetala, is closely allied to S.cre,slceJ~tiictJ!a 

Sc)hltr. btit is much l~trger in aJl of its pttrt '. 
If the lab llurn is ,riew d direc·tly frotn al)ove, two 

rou11ded c·~tl li are discovered, or1e on each side of· the disc·, 
\\ritl1 tl1eir RI)ices J'etrorse or con\rergent and almost (•on
tifruous. 'l"hese c·alli are (•oalescet1t witl1 the o~Iandulose 
basal callus ±'rotn 'vl1ic·h they are clearly differenti~tted b)" 
tl1eir deel)er color. 'fhe b~ts~tl callus becotnes rtbrlll)tly 
tl~trrowed at its dist~tl end and fills tl1e S])aL·e betwee11 tl1e 
1tttert11 calli t0rn1iJlO' witl1 the111 ~t rnore or les., w 11-d fi11ed 
tra11sverse se1)turn. 'fl1is retnttrl\:ttble pe(·ulittrit)r el1£trttc
terizes 'e \reraJ otl1er Sl)ec·ies of· tl1e ge11us, but is b)r 110 

111e1t11S })r \7 HJer1t. 1,hat it is associttted witl1 tl1e ])lle nollle

l1tt ot·l)oiJiuatiotl by i11s c·ts see111s l1igl1l}T ])robttble. \~T I1 .11 

tl1is l) cttliarit)r is re])resented ir1 a drawing tl1ere UJ)pe:trs 
t(l be a c·irc·ular hole at tl1e ce11tre of tl1e disc, alillost 
(•losed ~lt the tt)p. ~l,l1is is ''rell sho''' n i 11 figure 4. 

Cos'rA RicA, Cnch i. ~ lo\vers n1nroon, sev~11ty or n1ore in eneh 

rae en 1 e . S e p t n1 her, 1 9 ~ .'1 • ( ,•. I I. lA tnlr Psi P r 11 (J 1 ( 1, Y P ~ ill He r· b. A n1 es 

No. 3 1109). 



EX PLAN ATTON OF ILLU TllATION 

STELl "' LATIPE1'ALA A1nes. Plant natural size . 1, a 

part of the racen1 e mueb enlargecl. 2, flovver e il

large(l about sixteen tin1es. 3 , petals Rilcl colurnn 

" ' itll the 111Jtl1er in situ, n1ueh e11larg~<l. 4 & S, 

labe l} u1n mueb e11large<i. 1'1le cireu ln.r area \vh ieh 

appears to l)e a l1ol e is macle Ul) of the pa1t r ti s

sues character·istic of the l)asal callus . 

Drawn fro1n drie(l speci1nens with the aitl qf thP 

ca?nertt Iucida by BLANf'HE AMEs 
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